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1. FURTHER TO REFTEL I BELIEVE WE SHOULD CONSIDER FUTURE US 
ROLE IN MILITARY FIELD IN CAMBODIA, NOT ONLY AS IT CONCERNS 
US-GOC-RVN BUT ALSO GOC-RVN RELATIONS, AND IN ORDER PLAN 

STAFFING DAO (WHICH HAS. BEEN ASKED IF IT NEEDS MORE PERSONNEL). 

* 

2. TO DATE EMBASSY ROLE HAS LARGELY BEEN THAT OF MESSAGE CENTER 
TRANSMITTING ETAS TO FANK OF MATERIAL ARRIVING ON RVN AIRCRAFT AND 
OF TRANSMISSION INFORMATION ON GOC REQUESTS AND NEED TOGETHER 
WITH OUR OPINIONS SAME. 

3. NOW, HOWEVER, WITH PROBABLE ESTABLISHMENT PERMANENT RVN 
MILITARY MISSION PHNOM PENH (ON TOP OF RVN CIVILIAN MISSION) 
PRESUMABLY WITH OWN MEANS COMMUNICATION; WITH SPECIAL RADIO LINKE 
BETWEEN GOC NGUYEN CAO KY ALREADY EXISTANT; AND WITH ASSORTED 
DIRECT LIAISONS BETWEEN VARIOUS LEVEL OF HEADQUARTERS FANK/ARVN, 

WE REALIZE THAT WE ARE NO LONGER AWARE OF CONSIDERABLE ACTIVITY 
WHICH USG DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY SUPPORTS. 

4. IF VIETNAMESE, WITH OR WITHOUT OUR BLESSING, ARE TO ASSUME 
MAJOR ROLE IN CAMBODIAN ASSISTANCE, THEN I PRESUME WE SHALlL 
ASSUME GENERAL ROLE OF OBSERVER. 

5. BUT, IF WE ARE TO PROVIDE US EQUIPMENT OPENLY, THEN WE SHALL 
HAVE TO PLAY A SOMEWHAT LARGER ROLE THROUGH NEED TO VET REQUESTS 
AND OCCASIONALLY CHECK ON END USE. 

6. IN ANY CASE, I BELIEVE THAT OVERLY STRONG SVN PRESENCE IN 
CAMBODIAN AFFAIRS, HOWEVER BADLY NEEDED, IS DANGEROUS AND 
UNACCEPTABLE TO MAJORITY CAMBODIANS OTHER THAN SENIOR MILITARY 
WHO REALIZE CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE VN HELP AND READY OVERLOOK PAST 
ENMITIES IN THIS TIME OF CRISIS. THEREFORE, SOME. INVOLVEMENT 
AND APPARENT CONTROL VIETNAMESE BY USG WOULD SEEM BE NECESSARY 
INGREDIENT TO ACCEPTABILITY VN PRESENCE AND TO RESTRAINT 

ON SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 
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7* DISTRUST AND FEAR OF VIETNAMESE IN GENERAL IS PARTICULARLY. 
STRONG AMONG CIVILIANS BUT ALSO EXISTS IN THE CAMBODIAN MILITARY. 
FOR EXAMPLE, IT HAS ALREADY BEEN BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION BY 
CAMBODIAN .OFFICERS THAT SOME SHIPMENTS, RIFLES AND AMMUNITION 
SPECIFICALLY, HAVE BEEN DELIVERED HERE IN QUANTITIES SHORT OF 
THAT WHICH WE INDICATED IN OUR MESSAGES. THE CAMBODIAN DEDUCTION 
IS THAT THE MISSING ITEMS SIPHONED OFF IN SVN (DAO OBTAINING EXACT 
FIGURES ALLEGED SHORTAGES IN ORDER CHECK WITH MACV TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER SHORTAGES WERE SIMPLY DUE FACT MATERIAL UNAVAILABLE OR 
WHETHER OTHER REASONS INVOLVED). IN ANY CASE, A POSITIVE CONTROL 
AT BOTH ENDS COULD PRECLUDE THIS SORT OF THING. 

8. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, . I AM OPPOSED TO GREAT INVOLVEMENT HERE 
AND BELIEVE THIS VIEW SHARED. I CONTINUE HOPE THAT TDY VISITS 
WILL TAKE CARE OF REQUIREMENTS OF EXPERTISE. NEVERTHELESS, I 
ALSO MUST RETAIN CONTROL OVER AND HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS AND- 
PLANS INVOLVING US-CAMBODIAN AFFAIRS. THEREFORE WOULD APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS AND GUIDANCE MATTERS RAISED. GP-1. 
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